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Fighting for David: A Mom's Commitment Brings her Son Back from a Brain
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Fighting for Dawvid

It's a unhmersal longing. Every mom wanis fo hear obhers speak positvely by Leone Mun

about har child “She's beaatiful * "He's adorable.” Star student, Athletie
Funny Sensitree. Charming. These ars the words we want to hear

I?'Ilm'“!!t Dfn “Wagetable,” 85 in "ha will be 3 vegetable and in 3 parmanent vegatstve
Spiratio state his whole Me,” are words that knocked Lesne Nunlsy (o the ground.
Mast Raal People
in the Midst of tha But not for long
Fight of their Lives
This Yakima, Washinglon mom of five sons rese from the mat with a fighting
spirt ta do everything she could for hes then 21-year-old son David when she
got the eall from the hospdal, David had seffered permanen bram injury after
ha was thrown 3 feel in mod o and then skiddesd 20 leel more an the hi-
way Tallowing 2 matoreycle seaident, thal was nol ki fault, His helmet was
co Iy eracked mnd his isce guard was in shreds
O g " . Read more on AMArSH con
; “If e nadn | been weanng a hedmel, e wouldn kave a face,” says Leone
Follaw thair slores "They had o remove a significant part of his brain 1o savwe his life.” David lost a significant ooygen at the
Chiaar them onl accident scoen

Lhick heps
Suddanly, the son wha had just graduated from Yakima Community College with honors and was a juniar al
Wirshingfon Siate Liniversity, was being pronounced hefpéess by rehabilitation specialists wha for the most

Carefoges part offarad no hope or care.

kit "People ware always telling me what an extracrdinary child David was, he lived so fully " said Leane. “We
many hane were devastated

calls . She refused to give up hope and the family s=t up their own rehab center in their garage, moving David hom
Rread Mare abour and caring for him 24/7 Davd was in digpers and abmost cormpletely paralyzed, excopt for his left arm Ha
e WiE vl hieiped > wiSs mule and ale with a slomach fube, Like an wfant, he had o b everything again

a5 “Aihen peapie say o you o pull your child in & nursing hame and gel on with your life, thay don't gof that youl
child I5 your Iife,” says Leone, “You don'l g&i on with your He uniess you do everything you can o help your
child, *

Through years of physical therapy, David has conquered many barriers; sager and sweet-natured, he
communicates (hraugh hand signals and words and by kowdly vocalzing his approval when pleased - and
that's almost all the time

Today, David. 39, lives in his own duplex with & full-tme caregiver, showers, dresses and feeds himsalf
breakfast He walks threa miles a day with his mam, and is taking new physical and mented sirides each day
Hes signature gesiures aro @ baaming smile. a quick squeal and a thumbs-up mobon. And he remamibses
awaryane in tha family clan

Every tima he sees his mom. ha tells her °l love you " And with others. he says “we ara friends foreeer "

His mom has written a book. “Frghling for Dawid,” Tyndale House Publishers. Leone has designated that the
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